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FRENCH GOVERNMENT WISHES TO BE AS LITTLE INVOLVED IN THE 
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PARACEL ISLAND DISPUTE AS POSSIBLE AND HOPES FOR PEACEFUL 
SETTLEMENT. ALTHOUGH FRENCH ADMIT THAT DURING THE PERIOD 
WHEN VIETNAM WAS A FRENCH PROTECTORATE, THE GOF PRESSED THE 
ANNAMITE EMPEROR'S CLAIM TO THE ISLANDS, THEY SAY THEY WILL 
NOT NOW HAVE AN OFFICIAL POSITION SINCE THEY ARE NO LONGER 
DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE AFFAIR. THE GOF IS RESTUDYING 
THE CASE, HOWEVER, AND QUAI OFFICIAL IMPLIED THAT FRENCH 
LEGAL EXPERTS WILL NOW HAVE A MORE OBJECTIVE VIEW THAN IN 
THE PAST. SINCE GVN WILL USE DOCUMENTS DATING FROM THE 
PERIOD OF THE PROTECTORATE IN SUPPORT OF THEIR CLAIM, IT 
ASKED THE GOF TO COOPERATE IN PROVIDING DOCUMENTS 
IN PARIS. WE BELIEVE GOF WILL MAKE SOME DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE 
TO GVN. 

2. PRESS REACTION: FRENCH PRESS HAS COVERED THE PARACEL 
ISLAND DISPUTE FULLY, BUT THERE HAS BEEN LITTLE COMMENT 
EXCEPT SPECULATION ABOUT WHY PRC SHOULD PRESS THEIR CLAIM 
SO FORCEFULLY AT THIS TIME. IN GENERAL FRENCH PRESS TREATS 
THE MATTER AS ONE WHICH DOES NOT INVOLVE FRANCE. THERE 
WAS SOME CONCERN EARLY IN THE CONFLICT ABOUT THE US POSITION 
AND THEN RELIEF THAT THE US REMAINED OUT OF THE DISPUTE. 

STONE 
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